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Rights of Aging Beings Charter Template

Universal Declaration of Elder Rights and Dignity

Version: 1.0 (2025-06-04)

Purpose: Establish comprehensive legal and moral framework for elder rights protection and
aging dignity

Scope: Municipal, regional, national, and international implementation

Authority: Legal charter establishing enforceable rights with community and institutional
accountability

Article I: Fundamental Rights and Human Dignity

Section 1.1: Inherent Dignity and Equality

Right to Human Dignity: Every aging being possesses inherent human dignity that cannot be
diminished by age, health status, cognitive changes, or dependency needs. This dignity must be
respected in all interactions, care provision, and policy development.

Right to Equality: Aging beings have the right to equal treatment under law and equal access to
services, opportunities, and community participation without discrimination based on age,
appearance, or assumptions about capability.

Right to Non-Discrimination: No aging being shall be subjected to discrimination in employment,
housing, healthcare, education, or community services based on age or aging-related
characteristics.

Right to Respect: Every aging being has the right to be treated with respect, courtesy, and
consideration in all personal, professional, and institutional interactions.

Section 1.2: Personal Autonomy and Self-Determination

Right to Autonomy: Aging beings retain the fundamental right to make decisions about their own
lives, including healthcare, living arrangements, relationships, financial matters, and daily
activities, regardless of age or assistance needs.

Right to Informed Consent: Aging beings have the right to full information about decisions
affecting their lives and the right to make informed choices about their care, treatment, and
participation in research or programs.

Right to Refuse Treatment or Services: Aging beings have the right to refuse medical treatment,
care services, or program participation without coercion, penalty, or abandonment of other
services.

Right to Supported Decision-Making: When assistance is needed with decision-making, aging
beings have the right to supported decision-making that preserves their autonomy rather than
substituted decision-making that removes their authority.

Section 1.3: Freedom from Abuse and Exploitation

Right to Safety: Every aging being has the right to live free from physical, emotional, sexual,
financial, or institutional abuse, neglect, or exploitation.

Right to Financial Security: Aging beings have the right to control their financial resources and to
be protected from financial exploitation, fraud, or coercion.

Right to Privacy: Aging beings have the right to privacy in their personal affairs, communications,
living spaces, and relationships.
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Right to Legal Protection: Aging beings have the right to legal representation, advocacy, and
protection when experiencing abuse, exploitation, or rights violations.

Article lI: Economic Security and Contribution Recognition

Section 2.1: Right to Economic Security

Right to Adequate Income: Every aging being has the right to sufficient income to maintain a
dignified standard of living, including adequate housing, nutrition, healthcare, transportation, and
social participation.

Right to Economic Participation: Aging beings have the right to continue economic participation
through employment, entrepreneurship, innovation, or other forms of economic contribution
according to their interests and capabilities.

Right to Pension and Social Security: Aging beings have the right to secure retirement income
through public pension systems, social security, or alternative guaranteed income programs.
Right to Protection from Economic Exploitation: Aging beings have the right to protection from
predatory lending, fraudulent investment schemes, and other forms of economic exploitation
targeting elders.

Section 2.2: Right to Contribution Recognition

Right to Value Recognition: Aging beings have the right to recognition and compensation for their
ongoing contributions to community welfare, including caregiving, volunteering, mentorship,
cultural preservation, and knowledge sharing.

Right to Meaningful Work: Aging beings have the right to meaningful work opportunities that
utilize their skills, experience, and knowledge without age discrimination or forced retirement.

Right to Innovation Leadership: Aging beings have the right to participate in and lead innovation,
research, and community development projects that benefit from their experience and wisdom.

Right to Intellectual Property: Aging beings have the right to own and benefit from their
intellectual property, innovations, and creative works without age-based exploitation or
appropriation.

Section 2.3: Right to Adaptive Universal Basic Income (AUBI)

Right to Basic Income: Every aging being has the right to Adaptive Universal Basic Income that
provides economic security while recognizing ongoing contributions to community welfare.

Right to Contribution Documentation: Aging beings have the right to have their community
contributions systematically documented and recognized through transparent, elder-controlled
systems.

Right to Adaptive Support: Aging beings have the right to income and support that adapts to
changing health, care, and life circumstances without penalty or stigma.

Right to Democratic Control: Aging beings have the right to democratic control over AUBI
systems, including eligibility criteria, contribution recognition, and program modification.

Article lll: Healthcare and Wellbeing Rights

Section 3.1: Right to Comprehensive Healthcare

Right to Healthcare Access: Every aging being has the right to accessible, affordable, high-
quality healthcare that addresses physical, mental, and social dimensions of health and wellbeing.
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Right to Geriatric Care: Aging beings have the right to healthcare providers trained in geriatric
medicine and age-appropriate care that addresses the complexity of aging health needs.

Right to Mental Health Care: Aging beings have the right to mental health services that address
depression, anxiety, grief, and other mental health needs without age-based discrimination or
neglect.

Right to Preventive Care: Aging beings have the right to preventive healthcare services that
maintain health and prevent disability rather than only treating illness and decline.

Section 3.2: Right to Healthcare Autonomy

Right to Medical Decision-Making: Aging beings have the right to make their own medical
decisions, including treatment choices, end-of-life care, and participation in medical research.

Right to Healthcare Information: Aging beings have the right to complete, understandable
information about their health conditions, treatment options, and prognosis to make informed
healthcare decisions.

Right to Healthcare Advocacy: Aging beings have the right to healthcare advocacy and support
in navigating medical systems while maintaining their decision-making authority.

Right to Pain Management: Aging beings have the right to appropriate pain management and
palliative care that prioritizes comfort and quality of life.

Section 3.3: Right to End-of-Life Dignity

Right to Death with Dignity: Aging beings have the right to die with dignity, including control over
end-of-life care, pain management, and spiritual support according to their values and
preferences.

Right to Advance Directives: Aging beings have the right to create advance directives and
healthcare proxies that will be respected and followed by healthcare providers and family
members.

Right to Compassionate Care: Aging beings have the right to compassionate end-of-life care that
honors their humanity, relationships, and spiritual needs.

Right to Assisted Dying: Where legally available, aging beings have the right to medical
assistance in dying with appropriate safeguards and support.

Article IV: Social Inclusion and Community Participation

Section 4.1: Right to Social Connection and Community

Right to Social Participation: Every aging being has the right to participate in community life,
cultural activities, and social relationships according to their interests and capabilities.

Right to Intergenerational Connection: Aging beings have the right to meaningful relationships
and interaction with people of all ages, free from age segregation and generational isolation.

Right to Cultural Participation: Aging beings have the right to participate in and contribute to
cultural life, including arts, religion, education, and community traditions.

Right to Community Leadership: Aging beings have the right to participate in community
governance, policy development, and decision-making that affects their lives and communities.

Section 4.2: Right to Accessible Communities

Right to Physical Accessibility: Aging beings have the right to physical environments that are
accessible and navigable regardless of mobility, sensory, or cognitive abilities.
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Right to Transportation: Aging beings have the right to accessible, affordable transportation that
enables community participation and independence.

Right to Housing: Aging beings have the right to safe, affordable, accessible housing that enables
aging in place with dignity and community connection.

Right to Information Access: Aging beings have the right to information and communication in
accessible formats and languages that enable informed decision-making and community
participation.

Section 4.3: Right to Freedom from Isolation

Right to Social Support: Aging beings have the right to social support systems that prevent
isolation and provide meaningful human connection and community.

Right to Communication: Aging beings have the right to communication tools and support that
enable them to maintain relationships and participate in community life.

Right to Emergency Response: Aging beings have the right to emergency response systems that
provide rapid assistance during health crises or dangerous situations.

Right to Community Care: Aging beings have the right to community-based care and support that
enables them to remain connected to their communities and relationships.

Article V: Technology Rights and Digital Dignity

Section 5.1: Right to Technology Choice and Access

Right to Technology Choice: Aging beings have the right to choose whether and how to use
technology, with full access to non-digital alternatives for all services and opportunities.

Right to Accessible Technology: When aging beings choose to use technology, they have the
right to accessible, age-friendly design that accommodates diverse cognitive, physical, and
sensory abilities.

Right to Technology Support: Aging beings have the right to technology education, training, and
support that respects their learning pace and preferences without condescension or ageism.

Right to Affordable Access: Aging beings have the right to affordable technology and internet
access that enables digital participation without economic barrier.

Section 5.2: Right to Data Privacy and Digital Security

Right to Data Sovereignty: Aging beings have the right to control their personal data, including
collection, use, sharing, and deletion of information about their lives and activities.

Right to Privacy Protection: Aging beings have the right to enhanced privacy protection that
recognizes their potential vulnerability to digital exploitation and surveillance.

Right to Digital Security: Aging beings have the right to digital security that protects them from
online fraud, scams, and exploitation targeting elder populations.

Right to Algorithmic Transparency: Aging beings have the right to understand how automated
systems and artificial intelligence make decisions affecting their lives, services, and opportunities.

Section 5.3: Right to Technology Governance

Right to Technology Participation: Aging beings have the right to participate in decisions about
technology development, deployment, and governance that affects their lives and communities.

Right to Elder-Majority Oversight: Aging beings have the right to elder-majority governance
boards overseeing technology systems affecting aging populations.
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Right to Technology Rejection: Aging beings have the right to reject technology systems that
violate their dignity, autonomy, or privacy without penalty or service reduction.

Right to Community Technology Control: Elder communities have the right to democratic control
over technology affecting their welfare and community life.

Article VI: Cultural Rights and Wisdom Recognition

Section 6.1: Right to Cultural Identity and Expression

Right to Cultural Identity: Aging beings have the right to maintain and express their cultural
identity, traditions, and practices throughout their aging journey.

Right to Language: Aging beings have the right to services and support in their native languages
and cultural communication styles.

Right to Religious and Spiritual Practice: Aging beings have the right to practice their religion and
spirituality and to receive appropriate spiritual care and support.

Right to Cultural Contribution: Aging beings have the right to contribute to and lead cultural
preservation, transmission, and innovation within their communities.

Section 6.2: Right to Wisdom Recognition and Knowledge Sharing

Right to Wisdom Recognition: Aging beings have the right to recognition and utilization of their
accumulated wisdom, knowledge, and experience in community decision-making and problem-
solving.

Right to Knowledge Transmission: Aging beings have the right to share their knowledge, skills,
and wisdom with younger generations through mentorship, teaching, and cultural transmission.

Right to Intellectual Property: Aging beings have the right to ownership and control of their
intellectual property, traditional knowledge, and cultural wisdom.

Right to Innovation Leadership: Aging beings have the right to lead innovation and community
development projects that benefit from their life experience and accumulated knowledge.

Section 6.3: Right to Cultural Preservation and Legacy

Right to Legacy Creation: Aging beings have the right to create and preserve their legacy through
storytelling, cultural documentation, and knowledge preservation.

Right to Cultural Leadership: Aging beings have the right to leadership roles in cultural
institutions, religious communities, and cultural preservation efforts.

Right to Environmental Wisdom: Aging beings have the right to recognition and application of
their environmental knowledge and climate wisdom in community adaptation and resilience
planning.

Right to Historical Documentation: Aging beings have the right to document and share their
historical experience and perspective for community memory and education.

Article VII: Legal Protection and Enforcement

Section 7.1: Right to Legal Representation and Advocacy

Right to Legal Counsel: Aging beings have the right to legal representation and advocacy when
experiencing rights violations, discrimination, or abuse.

Right to Legal Information: Aging beings have the right to information about their legal rights and
available legal remedies in accessible formats and languages.
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Right to Legal Aid: Aging beings have the right to free or affordable legal assistance when
experiencing rights violations and lacking resources for private legal representation.

Right to Elder Advocacy: Aging beings have the right to elder advocacy services that understand
aging issues and can provide appropriate support and representation.

Section 7.2: Right to Due Process and Fair Treatment

Right to Due Process: Aging beings have the right to due process in legal proceedings,
administrative hearings, and institutional decision-making affecting their lives.

Right to Fair Treatment: Aging beings have the right to fair treatment in legal systems without
bias, discrimination, or assumptions based on age or aging-related characteristics.

Right to Competency Presumption: Aging beings have the right to presumption of legal
competency unless proven otherwise through fair legal proceedings with appropriate safeguards.

Right to Appeal: Aging beings have the right to appeal legal decisions, administrative
determinations, and institutional policies affecting their rights and wellbeing.

Section 7.3: Right to Collective Action and Organizing

Right to Association: Aging beings have the right to associate with others for mutual support,
advocacy, and collective action around aging rights and community issues.

Right to Organizing: Aging beings have the right to organize for political advocacy, community
change, and rights protection without interference or retaliation.

Right to Collective Bargaining: Aging beings have the right to collective bargaining and union
representation in employment and service provider relationships.

Right to Public Protest: Aging beings have the right to peaceful protest, demonstration, and public
advocacy for their rights and community concerns.

Article VIII: Implementation and Enforcement Mechanisms

Section 8.1: Government Obligations and Accountability

Legislative Obligation: Governments at all levels shall enact legislation implementing these rights
with specific enforcement mechanisms and accountability measures.

Policy Integration: Government agencies shall integrate aging rights into all relevant policies,
programs, and services affecting aging populations.

Resource Allocation: Governments shall allocate sufficient resources to ensure effective
implementation and enforcement of aging rights protections.

Monitoring and Reporting: Governments shall establish systems for monitoring rights
implementation and reporting publicly on progress and challenges.

Section 8.2: Institutional Obligations and Compliance

Healthcare Institution Compliance: Healthcare institutions shall implement policies and practices
ensuring aging rights protection in medical care, treatment, and service delivery.

Employer Obligations: Employers shall implement age-inclusive employment practices and
prevent age discrimination in hiring, promotion, and workplace treatment.

Service Provider Requirements: Organizations serving aging populations shall implement rights-
protective policies and elder-controlled quality assurance systems.

Educational Institution Integration: Educational institutions shall integrate aging rights education
into curricula and implement age-inclusive practices.
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Section 8.3: Community Implementation and Participation

Community Education: Communities shall implement education programs about aging rights and
elder dignity for people of all ages.

Elder Participation: Communities shall ensure meaningful elder participation in rights
implementation, monitoring, and enforcement.

Intergenerational Cooperation: Communities shall foster intergenerational cooperation and
solidarity around aging rights and elder dignity.

Cultural Adaptation: Communities shall adapt rights implementation to respect diverse cultural
approaches to aging while maintaining core rights protections.

Section 8.4: Enforcement and Remedies

Rights Violations Reporting: Clear, accessible systems shall be established for reporting aging
rights violations with appropriate investigation and response mechanisms.

Legal Remedies: Legal remedies shall be available for aging rights violations, including monetary
damages, injunctive relief, and policy changes.

Administrative Enforcement: Administrative agencies shall have authority to investigate rights
violations and impose penalties for non-compliance with aging rights protections.

Community Accountability: Elder communities shall have authority to hold institutions and
service providers accountable for rights violations through community oversight and democratic
control.

Article IX: Special Protections and Vulnerable Populations

Section 9.1: Enhanced Protection for Vulnerable Elders

Institutional Care Protection: Aging beings in institutional care settings have enhanced rights
protection including regular independent oversight, family contact, and community connection.

Cognitive Impairment Protection: Aging beings with cognitive impairment retain all fundamental
rights with additional protections against exploitation and abuse.

Financial Vulnerability Protection: Aging beings with limited financial resources have enhanced
protection from exploitation and right to financial advocacy and support.

Social Isolation Protection: Aging beings at risk of social isolation have the right to community
outreach, social connection support, and regular wellness monitoring.

Section 9.2: Intersectional Rights Protection

Multiple Identity Protection: Aging beings with multiple marginalized identities have the right to
protection from compound discrimination and culturally appropriate services.

Cultural Community Rights: Aging beings in specific cultural communities have the right to
culturally appropriate services and protection of cultural practices.

LGBTQ+ Elder Rights: LGBTQ+ aging beings have the right to affirming services, protection from
discrimination, and recognition of chosen family relationships.

Disability and Aging Rights: Aging beings with disabilities have the right to services that address
both aging and disability needs without discrimination.
Section 9.3: Rural and Geographic Protection

Rural Elder Rights: Aging beings in rural areas have the right to equivalent services and
opportunities as urban elders, with accommodation for geographic challenges.
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Transportation Access: Rural aging beings have the right to transportation services enabling
healthcare access, social participation, and community connection.

Technology Access: Rural aging beings have the right to technology and internet access enabling
digital participation and service access.

Emergency Services: Rural aging beings have the right to emergency response services
appropriate for geographic challenges and distance.

Article X: International Cooperation and Global Implementation

Section 10.1: International Recognition and Cooperation

Global Rights Recognition: These rights shall be recognized as universal human rights applicable
across all nations and cultures with appropriate cultural adaptation.

International Cooperation: Nations shall cooperate in implementing aging rights through resource
sharing, knowledge exchange, and mutual accountability.

Cross-Border Rights: Aging beings have the right to rights protection when traveling or residing
across national boundaries.

International Advocacy: International organizations shall advocate for aging rights
implementation and provide technical assistance for rights protection systems.

Section 10.2: Cultural Adaptation and Local Implementation

Cultural Sensitivity: Rights implementation shall respect diverse cultural approaches to aging
while maintaining core rights protections.

Local Community Control: Local communities shall have authority to adapt rights implementation
to local conditions while maintaining essential protections.

Indigenous Rights: Indigenous communities shall have authority to implement aging rights within
their traditional governance systems and cultural practices.

Regional Variation: Regional and national governments may enhance but not diminish aging rights
protections based on local resources and cultural values.

Section 10.3: Global Monitoring and Accountability

International Monitoring: International organizations shall monitor aging rights implementation
and report on global progress and challenges.

Peer Review: Nations shall participate in peer review processes assessing aging rights
implementation and sharing best practices.

Technical Assistance: International organizations shall provide technical assistance for aging
rights implementation, particularly in developing nations.

Global Advocacy: International civil society organizations shall advocate for aging rights and
support elder-led organizing across national boundaries.

Article XI: Charter Implementation and Adoption

Section 11.1: Adoption Process and Authority

Democratic Adoption: This Charter shall be adopted through democratic processes including
elder community participation and approval.

Legal Authority: Upon adoption, this Charter shall have the force of law with appropriate
enforcement mechanisms and community accountability.
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Constitutional Integration: Nations and communities shall integrate aging rights into constitutional
and legal frameworks with protection from political interference.

Community Ratification: Elder communities shall have the authority to ratify and modify this
Charter according to their values and priorities.

Section 11.2: Transition and Implementation Timeline

Immediate Protections: Basic rights protections shall be implemented immediately upon Charter
adoption without delay for administrative development.

Progressive Implementation: Complex systems and programs shall be implemented progressively
with clear timelines and accountability measures.

Resource Development: Governments and communities shall develop necessary resources for
rights implementation with elder community participation in priority setting.

Elder Leadership: Elder communities shall lead Charter implementation with technical assistance
and resource support as needed.

Section 11.3: Charter Review and Evolution

Regular Review: This Charter shall be reviewed regularly with elder community participation to
assess effectiveness and identify needed improvements.

Amendment Process: Charter amendments shall be proposed and approved through democratic
processes with elder community leadership.

Community Feedback: Elder communities shall have ongoing authority to provide feedback and
recommendations for Charter improvement and implementation.

Global Learning: Charter implementation shall incorporate learning from global aging rights
implementation and elder community innovation.

Conclusion: Commitment to Aging Dignity and Rights

Universal Recognition of Aging Rights

This Rights of Aging Beings Charter represents our collective commitment to recognizing aging as
a universal human experience that deserves protection, respect, and celebration. These rights
belong to all aging beings regardless of nationality, race, gender, class, religion, sexual
orientation, disability, or cultural background.

Foundation for Framework Implementation

This Charter provides the legal and moral foundation for implementing the Aging Population
Support Framework, ensuring that economic security, meaningful occupation, healthcare access,
social inclusion, and community participation are recognized as fundamental rights rather than
charitable services.

Intergenerational Responsibility

We recognize that protecting aging rights represents our responsibility to current elders and our
investment in our own future aging experience. The communities we create for today's elders
become the communities we will age into ourselves.

Community Commitment and Individual Responsibility

Every person, organization, and institution has the responsibility to respect, protect, and fulfill
aging rights through daily actions, policy decisions, and community participation. Creating age-
inclusive communities requires collective commitment and individual action.
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Call to Implementation Action

This Charter calls for immediate action to implement aging rights through:

¢ Legal and policy reform establishing rights protections and enforcement mechanisms
e Community education about aging rights and elder dignity

e Elder organizing and advocacy for rights implementation and protection

¢ Intergenerational cooperation and solidarity around aging rights

¢ Cultural transformation recognizing aging as asset rather than burden

Vision of Rights-Protected Aging

Through implementation of this Charter, we envision communities where:

e Every aging being lives with dignity, security, and respect

e Elder wisdom guides community decision-making and innovation

¢ Intergenerational cooperation replaces age segregation and conflict

e Aging is celebrated as accumulation of wisdom rather than feared as decline

o Communities are strengthened by elder participation rather than strained by elder needs

These rights are not granted by governments or institutions—they are inherent in human
dignity and the universal experience of aging. Our responsibility is to recognize, protect, and
fulfill these rights for all aging beings.

The future of aging is rights-protected, dignity-preserved, and community-supported.
Implementation begins now, with each community's commitment to aging rights and elder
dignity.

Charter Implementation Support:

Legal Development: Contact agingframework.org/charter for legal assistance in Charter adoption
and rights enforcement mechanism development.

Community Implementation: Access Charter implementation guides, community education
materials, and elder organizing resources at agingframework.org/tools/rights.

Policy Advocacy: Join the Rights of Aging Beings advocacy network for legal reform and rights
protection advancement.

International Network: Connect with global aging rights networks for international cooperation
and solidarity.

The transformation to rights-protected aging begins now, with communities recognizing and
implementing the fundamental rights of all aging beings.
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