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O Climate Action Guide

A practical roadmap for youth, communities, and local leaders

Page 2: Our Shared Principles

These principles guide climate action at every level — from world leaders to you and your
community.

U» 1. Sustainability

Live and act in ways that protect nature and resources — so that future generations can thrive.

i1 2. Equity

Not everyone caused the climate crisis equally — but everyone should be protected. Justice

means lifting up the most vulnerable communities and respecting cultural approaches to climate
action.

# 3.Science-Based Action

Follow what the best evidence shows — and act before it's too late. Combine scientific knowledge
with traditional and indigenous wisdom.

¥ 4. Cooperation

We go further together. Team up with neighbors, classmates, cities, and countries across cultural
and geographic boundaries.

5] 5. Adaptability
Things change fast. Plans must evolve as we learn more and face new challenges.

& 6. Ethics & Care

Every living being matters. Climate action is about love for people and the planet.
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The 6 Petals of Climate Action
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These principles guide climate action at every level

= Page 3: 4 Pillars of Climate Action

Climate action has four main focus areas. Wherever you live, you can get involved in one — or all!

v 1. Mitigation - Stop Making It Worse

e Reduce emissions from energy, transport, and food

e Protect forests, oceans, wetlands

¢ Be mindful of consumption

Your tools: biking 4z, voting @, plant-based food **, low-energy appliances

Success story: In Durban, South Africa, youth-led tree-planting initiatives have restored urban
forests while creating green jobs and cooling neighborhoods.

U 2. Adaptation - Prepare for Change

¢ Make homes and schools climate-resilient

e Support vulnerable groups

e Learn emergency preparedness

Your tools: rainwater collection #, planting trees @, awareness campaigns 4\

Success story: In Bangladesh, youth teams are creating floating gardens in flood-prone areas,
ensuring food security while adapting to rising waters.

<+ 3. Energy Transition — Power Our Future

e Push for clean energy (solar, wind)

e Save energy at home and school

¢ Join or create youth energy co-ops

Your tools: energy audits [], LED lights 4 , advocacy &t
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Success story: In Germany, over 180 energy cooperatives partly run by young people have
helped communities transition to locally-owned renewable energy.

4’ 4.Innovation - Imagine What's Next

e Support youth-led solutions

o Use tech for climate action

¢ Build apps, models, or campaigns

Your tools: design thinking § , hackathons ™ storytelling S8

Success story: In Kenya, youth innovators developed an app that connects small-scale farmers
with climate-smart agricultural techniques, improving resilience.

4 Pillars of Climate Action
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Mitigation Adaptation Energy Transition Innovation

Working together to build a sustainable future

iii Page 4: From Policy to People

How decisions are made:

& Global: Agreements between countries (e.g. Paris Agreement)
) National: Laws, budgets, climate targets

L4 Local: Urban planning, transport, energy systems

g2 Community: Schools, clubs, workplaces

Your voice matters at each level. Ask:

¢ |s your school climate-smart?

¢ Does your town invest in renewables?

e Are youth involved in climate decisions?

e Are vulnerable communities represented?
How to engage:

« Join youth councils B
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e Attend local climate forums %

e Start a petition or project /

e Propose climate goals to your town &

Digital action paths:

 Create climate awareness campaigns on social media [

e Organize virtual climate summits across schools =

¢ Use climate apps to track your community's carbon footprint ;]
« Join global digital climate strikes €&

From Policy to People

Global Governance Frameworks
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You are here!
Your voice matters at every level

Page 5: Action Checklist

@ Every small act counts. Try these weekly:

\

Digital Action * A Community Action

Task m Impact Level

Walk, bike, or bus instead of driving &b
Turn off unused devices 4
Eat more plant-based meals 3
Write your local representative
Start a school or neighborhood campaign 0
Join a climate action group i
Compost or reduce food waste &
Share climate information on social media ]
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Create climate art or stories Cultural

Support indigenous climate initiatives ¢ Justice

Start a community action kit:

¢ Shared tools (e.g., thermal camera, energy meter)
¢ Meeting space (physical or virtual)

e Flyers & outreach material

e List of local allies

¢ Digital collaboration platform

e Resource library with multilingual materials

Youth Climate Toolkit

Action Checklist

Personal Actions Community Actions

Walk, bike, or bus &b } {@Write to representatives @

Turn off unused device

|
| 4|
/\ {@ Eat plant-based meals 98 } {@ Join a climate group ~ §§ A\
s |
Multilingual }

N | N

[@ Support indigenous cIimate‘d Digital
S -

Collaboration
L J

Community Action Kit

SN
Thermal Camera Meeting Space Outreach Material List of Local Allies

€ Page 6: Connecting Globally, Acting Locally

{@ Start a school campaign § (]

Reduce food waste { Share on social media I

Climate art or stories

Climate change affects different communities in different ways. How we respond should respect
cultural contexts while working toward shared goals.

Regional Climate Realities:

¢ Coastal Communities: Rising seas, storms, fishing impacts

+ Arid Regions: Water scarcity, heat, changing agriculture

¢ Arctic Areas: Melting ice, traditional lifestyle changes

e Urban Centers: Heat islands, air quality, transportation

¢ Island Nations: Existential threats, marine ecosystem changes
Cultural Approaches to Climate Action:

¢ Indigenous conservation methods
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¢ Community-based decision making
¢ |ntergenerational knowledge sharing
e Local adaptation strategies

Find your global climate community:

e Fridays For Future

¢ Indigenous Environmental Network
e Global Youth Biodiversity Network

¢ Climate Action Network

Clean Energy Local Food
-

Indigenous Wisdom| Green Tech
L

"We are ancestors of the world to come."

Let's co-create the future — together

@ Page 7: Digital Climate Action

The digital world offers powerful tools for climate action:
Social Media Campaigns:

e Create viral challenges (#TrashTag, #PlantForThePlanet)
¢ Share infographics on climate solutions

¢ Amplify voices from frontline communities

e Live-stream climate events

Useful Digital Tools:

¢ Climate footprint calculators

¢ Satellite monitoring apps

e Carpooling/bikesharing platforms

e Energy tracking tools

Digital Organizing:

¢ Virtual climate assemblies
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¢ Online petition platforms

¢ Crowdfunding for local climate projects

o Digital skill-sharing networks

Online to Offline: Remember to connect digital action to real-world change in your community!

Digital Climate Network

Climate

Social Media Infographics .@ Cgr:rg:;:;ty Online to Loc;la/:j(;uon
Campaigns AN

Hashtag
Challenges

Digital Useful
Organizing Digitat Tools
Virtual Project Carpooling Energy

Assemblies Crowdfunding Apps Trackers

Connect digital action to real-world change

Page 8: Our Shared Future

Imagine a world where:

« Cities are green and cool @

e Energy is clean and free

e Food is local and nourishing

e Every voice is heard @

e Nature is thriving \¢

e We live in peace with each other and the Earth = )

¢ Indigenous wisdom guides our relationship with the planet @&

e Technologies serve people and planet ¥

That world isn't fantasy — it's a possibility. But it won't build itself.
You are a climate actor. A future shaper. A bridge to what's next. Il
Let's co-create the future — together.

| "We are ancestors of the world to come."

Page 7 of 8



@ Climate Action Guide Global Governance Frameworks

[ Find Your Global Climate Community ]
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Cultural Approaches to Climate Action

= Resources

Learn More:

e United Nations Environment Programme (Youth resources): www.unep.org/youth
¢ Climate Justice Alliance: www.climatejusticealliance.org

¢ Project Drawdown (climate solutions): www.drawdown.org
Connect:

e Global youth climate networks: www.fridaysforfuture.org

¢ Indigenous Environmental Network: www.ienearth.org

e Your country's youth climate coalition

Tools:

e Climate action planning app: www.earth-hero.org

e Carbon footprint calculator: www.footprintcalculator.org

e Climate news for youth: www.earthbeat.sk

e Climate visualization tools: www.climateviz.org

Support:

¢ Climate anxiety resources: www.climatepsychologyalliance.org
¢ Funding for youth projects: www.youthclimateactionfund.org
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