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Community Monitoring Toolkit for Water Governance
Empowering Communities as Water Stewards and Evaluators

& Toolkit Overview

This toolkit provides comprehensive guidance for communities to monitor, evaluate, and improve
their own water governance systems. Designed to strengthen community agency while generating
valuable data for advocacy and improvement, it bridges traditional knowledge with citizen science
to create accountability systems that serve community empowerment.

Core Purpose: Enable communities to become the primary evaluators of their water systems'
performance, governance effectiveness, and environmental health while building capacity for
advocacy and continuous improvement.

Key Principles:
¢ Community Ownership: Communities control what is monitored, how data is collected, and
how results are used

¢ Cultural Integration: Monitoring approaches that honor traditional knowledge and community
values

¢ Action-Oriented: Data collection that directly supports community decision-making and
advocacy

¢ Accessible Methods: Simple, affordable tools that any community member can learn and use
¢ Rights-Based Framework: Monitoring grounded in human rights and environmental justice

| Section 2: Water Access and Quality Monitoring

Household Water Access Assessment

Basic Access Indicators Track these essential indicators monthly:
Water Quantity:

e Liters per person per day available

¢ Number of households with adequate water storage

e Seasonal variations in water availability

e Time spent collecting water (especially for women and children)
Water Quality:

e Visual assessment (color, clarity, odor, taste)

e Simple test strip results (bacteria, pH, chlorine)

e Reported iliness potentially related to water

¢ Traditional knowledge indicators of water quality

Physical Accessibility:

e Distance to primary water source

* Number of households with in-home connections

e Accessibility for elderly and disabled community members

o Safety of water collection routes (especially for women)
Economic Accessibility:

e Percentage of household income spent on water
e Number of households facing water disconnection
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e Cost per liter compared to minimum wage
¢ Availability of payment assistance programs

Community Mapping Template:

Household ETINY Source Monthly

Muddy in rainy  Children unsafe
season collecting

HOO01 200m
HO002 4 80 Home tap $25 None reported High cost burden

Community Water Infrastructure Assessment
Infrastructure Inventory:

e Map all water sources (wells, pumps, connections, storage)
e Document infrastructure condition and functionality

e Track maintenance needs and repair history

e Assess system capacity relative to community needs
Service Reliability:

e Hours per day water is available

e Frequency of service interruptions

e Time required to restore service after problems

e Seasonal patterns in service reliability

Water Source Protection:

e Condition of source protection (fencing, covers, drainage)
e Evidence of contamination sources near water points

¢ Traditional protection measures and their effectiveness
o Community enforcement of protection rules

System Performance:

e Water pressure and flow rates

e Treatment system functionality (if applicable)

e Distribution system leaks and losses

e Storage capacity and condition

Simple Water Quality Testing

Visual and Sensory Assessment: Every community member can learn these basic tests:
Daily Visual Check:

e Color: Clear, slightly cloudy, brown, green, other

¢ Clarity: Can you see through 20cm of water?

e Odor: No smell, chlorine, sewage, chemical, other

o Taste: Normal, salty, bitter, metallic, other

Weekly Test Strip Assessment: Purchase simple test strips for:
o Bacteria: Presence of harmful bacteria

e pH: Acidity/alkalinity (normal range 6.5-8.5)

¢ Chlorine: Disinfection levels (should be 0.2-0.5 mg/L)

o Nitrates: Agricultural contamination indicator
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Monthly Professional Testing: If resources allow, professional testing for:
e Bacterial contamination (E. coli, coliforms)

e Heavy metals (lead, arsenic, mercury)

e Chemical contamination (pesticides, industrial pollutants)

¢ Mineral content (fluoride, iron, calcium)

Traditional Knowledge Integration:

o Elder observations about seasonal water changes

e Traditional methods for assessing water safety

¢ Historical knowledge about water source reliability

e Cultural indicators of ecosystem health

Water Testing Log Template:

. Test Strip Health

01/15  Well A Clear Good None  Normal pH7.2,'No None Norm.a.l
bacteria conditions
H 6.8, 2 stomach After heav

01/22 WellA  Cloudy Poor Musty  Off P . . d
Bacteria+ aches rain

1l Section 3: Governance and Participation Monitoring

Decision-Making Process Assessment

Community Participation Tracking:

¢ Number of people attending water governance meetings

e Percentage of women, youth, elders participating

e Time allocated for community input vs. official presentations
¢ Follow-up on community suggestions and concerns
Transparency Evaluation:

¢ Public availability of water budgets and spending reports

e Advance notice provided for water governance meetings

e Language accessibility of information and meetings

e Response time to community information requests
Accountability Mechanisms:

¢ Availability of complaint processes for water problems

¢ Response time and effectiveness of complaint resolution

¢ Community oversight of water utility or government performance
e Regular public reporting on water service performance

Democratic Governance Indicators
Leadership Representation:

e Gender balance in water governance leadership
e Age diversity in decision-making positions
¢ Inclusion of marginalized community groups
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e Recognition of traditional authority and knowledge
Decision-Making Quality:

¢ Use of consensus or democratic voting procedures
e Time for community deliberation before decisions

¢ Integration of community priorities in planning

e Conflict resolution procedures and effectiveness
Governance Participation Survey Template:

Meeting Total Women Youth Elders Issues Community Official
Date Attendance Raised Response Response

02/10 60% 259 20% High Support rate Will consider
° ° ° water bills  assistance proposal
. Agreed to
New well Prefer site
03/10 52 55% 30% 15% . change
location near school )
location

Rights Realization Assessment
Human Rights Indicators:

Percentage of households with basic water access (20L/person/day)

Percentage with safely managed services
Affordability (water costs <3% household income)

Non-discrimination in service provision

Community Rights Understanding:

e Awareness of legal water rights among community members
o Knowledge of complaint and advocacy procedures

¢ Community capacity to organize for rights protection

e Success in claiming rights through advocacy or legal action
Cultural and Spiritual Rights:

e Protection of sacred water sites and traditional practices

¢ Integration of traditional knowledge in water management

e Respect for cultural protocols in water governance

e Community control over culturally significant water uses

¢ Section 4: Environmental and Ecosystem Monitoring

Watershed Health Assessment

Ecosystem Indicators:

e Biodiversity around water sources (birds, fish, plants)

e Seasonal changes in water flow and levels

e Evidence of pollution or contamination sources

e Condition of riparian vegetation and saoil

Traditional Ecological Knowledge:

o Elder observations about environmental changes over time
e Traditional indicators of ecosystem health
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e Seasonal patterns and natural cycles

¢ Relationships between land use and water quality
Community Ecosystem Monitoring:

e Monthly photo documentation of key water sites

e Seasonal flow measurements using simple methods
¢ Wildlife counting and behavior observations

e \egetation health and coverage assessment

Climate Impact Tracking

Climate Vulnerability Indicators:

e Frequency and intensity of extreme weather events

¢ Changes in seasonal rainfall patterns

e Temperature impacts on water sources and storage

e Community vulnerability to climate-related water stress
Adaptation Effectiveness:

e Performance of climate adaptation measures

e Community resilience during climate stress

¢ Traditional adaptation practices and their effectiveness
¢ Need for additional climate resilience investments

Environmental Monitoring Log Template:

Location Water Flow Wildlife Vegetation Weather Pollution
Level Rate Observed Health Conditions Signs

River 12 bird Healthy R None
03/01 Point A Normal Good species growth Sunny, 25°C visible
035 Rver Low Sedues | O A Some. Hot, 32°C Plastic

Point A species browning waste

@ Section 5: Data Collection Tools and Methods

Low-Tech Data Collection Methods
Paper-Based Systems:

e Simple forms for daily observations

¢ Monthly summary sheets for analysis

e Community mapping using local materials

e Photo documentation with basic cameras
Community Meetings:

e Regular community assemblies for data sharing
e Focus groups with specific community segments
e Elder interviews about traditional knowledge

e Youth engagement in data collection activities
Visual Methods:

¢ Community mapping of water resources and problems
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o Before/after photography of infrastructure and environment
e Community art projects documenting water experiences
e Seasonal calendars showing water availability patterns

Digital Tools for Communities

Mobile Phone Applications:

e Simple data entry apps that work offline

e Photo and GPS location recording

¢ Community messaging for rapid problem reporting
e Basic data visualization for community meetings
Simple Online Platforms:

¢ Community websites for sharing monitoring results
¢ Social media for advocacy and awareness

e Email lists for coordination and communication

¢ Online surveys for broader community input

Data Security and Privacy:

e Community control over data storage and access
e Privacy protection for household information

e Secure sharing protocols for advocacy use

e Regular data backup and protection procedures

Community Data Analysis

Simple Analysis Methods:

e Trend tracking using graphs and charts

o Comparison between different time periods or areas

¢ |dentification of patterns and seasonal variations

e Connection between problems and potential causes
Community Interpretation:

e Regular meetings to discuss data meaning

¢ Integration of quantitative data with community knowledge
e Collective problem-solving based on monitoring results

e Action planning using data to guide priorities

Data Visualization for Communities:

¢ Simple charts and graphs for community meetings

e Maps showing water access and quality patterns

o Before/after photos demonstrating changes

o Community presentations using local languages and concepts

@ Section 6: Using Data for Community Action

Advocacy and Campaign Development

Evidence-Based Advocacy:

e Using monitoring data to support policy change requests

e Documenting government failures to meet water rights obligations
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¢ Demonstrating community needs through systematic data

¢ Building media campaigns around community-collected evidence
Community Organizing:

e Using data to build community understanding of problems

¢ Motivating community action through shared evidence

¢ |dentifying allies and opponents using governance monitoring

¢ Planning strategic actions based on data insights

Government Engagement:

Presenting data to local officials and water utilities
Participating in budget planning with community evidence
Challenging poor service delivery with documented problems

Proposing solutions based on community monitoring results

Continuous Improvement Planning

Community Action Planning:

¢ |dentifying priority problems based on monitoring data

e Developing community solutions using available resources

e Coordinating with government and organizations for support

e Setting targets and timelines for improvement efforts

Monitoring System Improvement:

¢ Regular evaluation of monitoring methods effectiveness

e Training additional community members in data collection

¢ Adapting methods based on community feedback and experience

e Expanding monitoring to cover additional issues as capacity grows
Success Celebration and Learning:

e Regular community celebrations of monitoring and advocacy successes
e Documentation and sharing of lessons learned with other communities
¢ Recognition of community members contributing to monitoring efforts

¢ Integration of monitoring into broader community development planning

Community Accountability
Public Reporting:

Annual community assemblies presenting monitoring results

Public displays of key indicators and trends
Community newsletters or bulletins sharing progress

Integration with traditional community communication methods
Peer Learning:

e Exchanges with other communities doing monitoring

e Sharing methods and tools that work effectively

e Collaborative problem-solving across communities

e Regional networks for mutual support and learning
Government Accountability:

e Public hearings presenting community monitoring results
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e Media coverage of government performance based on community data

e Legal action supported by community-collected evidence

¢ Electoral engagement informed by monitoring of official performance

X Section 7: Tools and Templates

Data Collection Forms
Daily Water Access Log:

Date: Monitor Name:

Household Visits:

- Household 1ID: People: Water Available:

- Quality Issues:
- Access Problems:
- Cost/Payment Issues:

Community Infrastructure:

- Water Point: Status:
- Maintenance Needed:

- User Satisfaction:

Weather/Environment:
- Temperature: Rainfall: Other:

Notes/Observations:

Monthly Governance Assessment:

Month/Year: Monitor Name:

Community Meetings:

- Date: Attendance: Women: Youth:

- Issues Discussed:

- Community Input Time:
- Decisions Made:

- Follow-up Commitments:

Government Response:

Information Requests Submitted:
Response Time:
Quality of Response:
Action Taken:

Community Satisfaction:
Service Quality (1-5):
Governance Participation (1-5):
- Trust in Officials (1-5):
Overall Progress (1-5):

Analysis and Reporting Templates
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Quarterly Community Report Template:
Water Access Summary:

e Total households monitored: ____

e Households with adequate access: ____ %
e Average water per person perday: L
e Average monthly water cost: $_____

e Major access problems identified:

Water Quality Summary:

e Sources meeting visual quality standards: %
e Test strip failures:
e Health problems potentially water-related: ____

¢ Quality improvements needed:

Governance Assessment:
e Average meeting attendance: ____

¢ Community satisfaction with participation: %

e Government responsiveness rating: /5
e Major governance concerns:

Environmental Health:
/5
e Environmental problems identified:

e Ecosystem health rating:

¢ Climate impacts observed:
e Traditional knowledge insights:

Priority Actions for Next Quarter:
1.
2.
3.

Simple Budget Tracking
Community Monitoring Budget:

Monthly Budget Planning:

Income Sources:
- Community contributions: $
- Organization support: $
- Government funding: $
- Other sources: $

Total Monthly Income: $

Expenses:

- Test strips and supplies: $

- Transportation for monitoring: $
- Communication costs: $
- Meeting expenses: $
- Training materials: $
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Total Monthly Expenses: $

Net Monthly Balance: $
Annual Budget Needs: $

= Section 8: Training and Capacity Building

Community Trainer Development

Training the Trainers Approach:

e Select 2-3 community members as master trainers

¢ Provide intensive training in monitoring methods and community education

e Support trainers in developing culturally appropriate training materials

e Create ongoing mentorship and support systems for trainers

Trainer Responsibilities:

e Conduct initial community education about monitoring purposes and methods
e Train community members in specific data collection techniques

e Provide ongoing support and quality assurance for community monitors

o Facilitate regular community meetings to discuss monitoring results

Training Curriculum Development:

e Adapt training materials to local language and cultural context

¢ Include traditional knowledge and practices in training content

e Use hands-on learning and practical exercises rather than lecture-based approaches
¢ Integrate advocacy and action planning into technical training

Community Monitor Training

Basic Training Topics (2-day workshop):

Day 1: Foundations

¢ \Why community monitoring matters for water justice
e Human rights to water and community empowerment
¢ Traditional knowledge and its role in monitoring

e Basic data collection principles and ethics

Day 2: Practical Skills

o \Water quality testing using simple methods

¢ Data recording and form completion

e Basic data analysis and interpretation

e Community reporting and action planning

Ongoing Training (monthly 2-hour sessions):

¢ Advanced monitoring techniques and troubleshooting
o Data analysis and community presentation skills

e Advocacy and government engagement strategies

e Peer learning and problem-solving support

Training Materials Needed:

¢ Simple visual guides for monitoring procedures
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¢ Practice forms and data collection tools
¢ Water testing supplies for hands-on training
e Flipchart paper and markers for group exercises

Peer Learning Networks

Community-to-Community Exchange:

e QOrganize visits between communities doing monitoring

e Share challenges, solutions, and innovations

e Build solidarity and mutual support relationships

e Learn from different approaches and cultural contexts

Regional Monitoring Networks:

¢ Quarterly meetings of community monitors from multiple communities

e Shared training resources and technical assistance

e Collective advocacy for policy changes supporting community monitoring
¢ Joint campaigns addressing shared water challenges

Knowledge Sharing Platforms:

e Simple websites or social media groups for sharing experiences

o Community newsletters featuring monitoring success stories

¢ Regional conferences showcasing community monitoring achievements
e Documentation of best practices and lessons learned

Section 9: Troubleshooting and Problem-Solving

Common Challenges and Solutions

Low Community Participation: Challenge: Few community members attend training or participate
in monitoring Solutions:

¢ Schedule meetings at times convenient for majority of community

e Provide childcare and food to reduce barriers to participation

e Connect monitoring to immediate community concerns and priorities

o Use peer education and word-of-mouth rather than formal announcements
o Start small with committed volunteers and build gradually

Data Quality Problems: Challenge: Inconsistent or inaccurate data collection Solutions:
e Provide additional training and ongoing support to monitors

o Simplify data collection forms and procedures

e Use pair monitoring where two people collect data together

¢ Regular quality checks and feedback sessions

e Celebrate good data collection to motivate accuracy

Government Resistance: Challenge: Officials resist community monitoring or refuse to respond to
data Solutions:

¢ Build relationships with sympathetic officials before presenting critical data
e Frame monitoring as partnership rather than opposition

¢ Use media and public pressure to support community demands

e Connect with legal aid organizations for rights-based advocacy
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e Build coalitions with other communities facing similar resistance

Technical Difficulties: Challenge: Water testing equipment breaks or community lacks technical
skills Solutions:

e Train multiple community members in equipment use and basic repair

¢ Establish relationships with technical support organizations

e Use simple, robust equipment that can be easily maintained

e Develop backup data collection methods that don't require specialized equipment
e Pool resources with neighboring communities for equipment sharing

Resource Constraints: Challenge: Community lacks funds for monitoring supplies and activities
Solutions:

e Start with low-cost or free monitoring methods

e Seek small grants from local organizations or government programs

¢ Organize community fundraising events and voluntary contributions

¢ Partner with organizations that can provide technical and financial support
e Use donated or borrowed equipment when possible

Adapting to Local Contexts

Rural Community Adaptations:

e Use seasonal farming schedules for monitoring timing

¢ Integrate monitoring with traditional governance structures
o Emphasize traditional knowledge and elder participation

¢ Plan for transportation challenges and scattered households
Urban Community Adaptations:

Address apartment building and rental housing access issues

Navigate complex utility and government structures
Use digital tools and social media for coordination

Address diverse populations and multiple languages
Post-Conflict/Crisis Adaptations:

¢ Use monitoring to document and advocate for emergency assistance
¢ Integrate with humanitarian response and recovery planning

e Address security concerns for monitors and data collectors

¢ Build trust and community cohesion through collaborative monitoring
Indigenous Community Adaptations:

o Center traditional knowledge and governance systems

e Ensure monitoring respects cultural protocols and sacred sites

¢ Include traditional language and concepts in data collection

e Connect monitoring to traditional stewardship and territorial rights

~/ Section 10: Success Stories and Learning Examples

Case Study 1: Rural Kenya Community-Led Water Quality Monitoring

Context: Remote rural community of 800 people with unreliable government water services and
frequent contamination problems.
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Monitoring Approach:

e Trained 12 community members (8 women, 4 men) in water quality testing

e Used simple test strips and visual assessment methods

e Conducted monthly household surveys and weekly water point checks

¢ Integrated traditional knowledge from elder women about seasonal water patterns
Key Results:

¢ Documented 15 incidents of water contamination over 18 months

o |dentified seasonal patterns linking contamination to agricultural activities

o Used data to successfully advocate for upgraded water treatment system

e Reduced waterborne iliness reports by 60% through community action

Success Factors:

e Strong women's group leadership and community organization

¢ Integration of traditional knowledge with simple scientific methods

e Direct connection between monitoring and community advocacy priorities

e Support from local health clinic for training and equipment

Lessons Learned:

¢ Community ownership of monitoring process essential for sustainability

e Regular community meetings needed to maintain participation and motivation

e Government response improved when presented with systematic data over time
e Success in advocacy motivated continued community engagement in monitoring

Case Study 2: Urban Settlement Governance Monitoring in Brazil

Context: Informal settlement of 5,000 people with inadequate water services and limited
government accountability.

Monitoring Approach:

e Formed community water council with representatives from each settlement area

e Tracked government meeting attendance and responsiveness to community concerns
e Documented service interruptions and maintenance response times

e Used participatory budgeting monitoring to track public water investments

Key Results:

¢ Increased community participation in water governance from 20 to 200+ people

¢ Documented systematic bias in service delivery favoring wealthier areas

e Successfully advocated for community representation on city water utility board

e Achieved 40% increase in water investment in settlement through advocacy
Success Factors:

e Connection to broader community organizing and social movement networks

¢ Use of monitoring data in media campaigns and public advocacy

e Training in legal rights and government accountability mechanisms

e Partnership with university students providing technical assistance

Lessons Learned:

e Governance monitoring builds community political capacity beyond water issues

e Media attention and public pressure essential for government accountability

o Legal knowledge and advocacy skills necessary to translate data into policy change
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e Youth engagement brings energy and technical skills to community monitoring

Case Study 3: Indigenous Territory Traditional Knowledge Integration in Canada

Context: First Nations community managing traditional territory water resources while navigating
complex government relationships.

Monitoring Approach:

e Combined traditional ecological knowledge with scientific water quality monitoring

¢ Included ceremonial and spiritual assessments of water system health

e Engaged elders and knowledge keepers as lead monitors and data interpreters

e Used monitoring to support land rights and self-determination advocacy

Key Results:

e Documented impacts of upstream industrial development on traditional territory

e Successfully challenged government environmental assessment using community data
e Strengthened intergenerational knowledge transfer through monitoring activities

¢ Advanced recognition of Indigenous water governance authority

Success Factors:

¢ Elder leadership and traditional knowledge at center of monitoring approach

e |ntegration of spiritual and cultural values with technical data collection

e Connection to broader Indigenous rights and self-determination movement

¢ Legal and political support for challenging government and corporate actions

Lessons Learned:

e Traditional knowledge systems provide powerful framework for monitoring

¢ Community monitoring can strengthen cultural identity and governance capacity

¢ Legal and political support necessary for Indigenous communities facing powerful opposition
e Monitoring success depends on alignment with community values and priorities

4’ Getting Started: Your Community's First 30 Days

Week 1: Community Preparation

Days 1-3: Initial Community Meetings

¢ Hold community meeting to introduce monitoring concept and gather initial interest
¢ |dentify 3-5 committed community members willing to receive training

e Discuss community water priorities and how monitoring might support advocacy

e Address concerns about data collection and ensure community comfort with approach
Days 4-7: Team Formation and Planning

e Form initial monitoring team with diverse representation

e Conduct simple community water mapping exercise to identify priority areas

¢ Set initial monitoring scope focusing on 2-3 key indicators

¢ Plan weekly team meetings and monthly community reporting

Week 2: Training and Tool Development

Days 8-10: Basic Training

e Train monitoring team in simple water quality testing methods
e Practice data collection forms and procedures
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e Learn basic data recording and storage methods

¢ Practice community presentation of monitoring results

Days 11-14: Tool Preparation

e Purchase or borrow basic monitoring supplies (test strips, forms, simple camera)
e Create community-specific data collection forms in local language

¢ |dentify community meeting spaces and times for regular reporting

e Establish simple data storage and security procedures

Week 3: Pilot Data Collection

Days 15-21: Trial Monitoring

e Begin daily water access observations and weekly quality testing
¢ Practice household visits and infrastructure assessments

e Document initial community concerns and priorities

o Refine data collection methods based on initial experience

Week 4: Community Engagement and Planning

Days 22-24: First Community Report

e Compile first week's data into simple community presentation

¢ Hold community meeting to share initial findings and gather feedback

¢ |dentify immediate actions community can take based on monitoring results
e Plan advocacy actions using preliminary data

Days 25-30: System Refinement and Expansion

¢ Adjust monitoring methods based on community feedback and experience
¢ Plan for expansion of monitoring team and community participation

o |dentify potential allies and support organizations for ongoing assistance

e Set targets and timeline for longer-term monitoring and advocacy goals

Monthly Review and Adaptation

End of Month 1:

¢ Evaluate monitoring system effectiveness and community participation

o |dentify needed improvements in methods, training, or community engagement

¢ Plan Month 2 activities including expanded data collection and first advocacy actions
e Celebrate community achievements and motivate continued participation

Months 2-3:

e Expand monitoring to cover additional indicators and community areas

e Begin regular monthly community reports and advocacy planning

e Connect with other communities or organizations doing similar monitoring

¢ Plan for long-term sustainability including community funding and leadership development

. Resources and Support

Equipment and Supply Sources
Water Testing Supplies:
e Simple test strips: Local pharmacy, environmental supply companies, online retailers
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e pH meters and basic equipment: Laboratory supply companies, university partnerships

e Community testing kits: Organizations like Water For People, Pure Water for All

¢ Traditional knowledge tools: Work with elders to identify local materials and methods

Data Collection Materials:

e Forms and surveys: Design locally and print at community centers or libraries

e Simple cameras: Donated cameras, mobile phones, disposable cameras for documentation
¢ Notebooks and folders: Basic office supplies available at local stores

o Community mapping materials: Large paper, markers, colored pencils available locally

Training and Technical Support

Training Organizations:

¢ Local environmental organizations often provide community monitoring training

¢ University environmental programs may offer partnerships and technical assistance
e Public health departments sometimes support community water monitoring

¢ International organizations like Water For People provide comprehensive monitoring training
Technical Assistance:

¢ Local environmental consultants may volunteer expertise for community monitoring
e Engineering students and professionals can provide technical mentorship

¢ Community health workers often have training in basic water quality assessment

o Traditional knowledge holders within community provide essential cultural expertise

Advocacy and Legal Support

Legal Aid Organizations:

e Environmental law clinics at law schools

e Public interest law organizations focusing on water rights

¢ Indigenous rights organizations for communities in Indigenous territories
e Human rights organizations with water and sanitation expertise
Advocacy Organizations:

e Local environmental justice organizations

e Water rights advocacy groups

e Community organizing networks

e Policy advocacy organizations working on water issues

Funding and Resource Support

Small Grant Opportunities:

¢ Community foundation grants for grassroots monitoring

e Environmental justice small grants programs

¢ Religious organization social justice funding

e Local business and civic organization support

In-Kind Support:

¢ University partnerships for equipment loan and technical assistance
¢ Organization sponsorship of training and capacity building

e Government agency provision of testing supplies and technical support
¢ Community fundraising through events and voluntary contributions
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Final Call to Community Action: Community monitoring transforms communities from passive
recipients of water services into active agents of change. By documenting your own experiences,
holding officials accountable with systematic data, and building community knowledge and
capacity, monitoring becomes a powerful tool for water justice and community empowerment.
Your monitoring begins with believing your community has the right to clean water, the
capacity to evaluate its quality, and the power to demand improvement. Start small, build
gradually, celebrate successes, and remember that community knowledge and action are the
foundation of lasting change.

Join the global movement of community water stewards monitoring their way to water justice,
one measurement, one community meeting, and one advocacy action at a time.
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